
  CALGARY MAN TO SELL THE ONLY SOLID GOLD REPLICAS OF 

NELSON MANDELA’S HANDS CAST DURING HIS LIFETIME 

1.  Malcolm Duncan, a South African businessman now living in Calgary, is planning to sell a unique 

collection of gold artifacts including a life size impression of the great man’s hand and another of his fist 

cast in solid gold by Harmony Gold, one of the world’s leading gold producers in South Africa.   

 

2. The artifacts were cast in 2002, 12 years after Nelson Mandela was released from prison. 

 

3. Malcolm Duncan, who knew Mandela, said that Harmony’s intention was to make one full set of gold 

artifacts consisting of a fist, a full hand and a palm impression of Mandela’s right hand, for each of the 

27 years Mandela spent behind bars.   

 

4. Mr. Duncan knew Mandela having contributed to a breast cancer clinic which Nelson Mandela had 

opened in Soweto.  He was given the opportunity to buy the valuable gold artifacts as long as he donated 

an equal sum to charity appointed by Mandela. Malcolm donated the specified amount through 

Harmony Gold to a charity. 

 

5. He purchased the sets dedicated to 1964 and 1990, marking the year Nelson Mandela was incarcerated 

and the year he walked out of the Pollsmoore prison gates a free man. 

 

6. Mr. Duncan had deep admiration for Mandela and was keen to secure the valuable memorabilia.  In a 

speech marking his purchase, Duncan said, “This is a man that came out of prison with no bitterness 

and, although he had very little, he did so much to better the lives of the underprivileged people always 

clear and concise and he never incited racial aggression.  I believe these hands represent the peaceful 

manner in which racial injustice can be resolved and a dysfunctional social system can be turned into 

one of social harmony.” 

 

7. Of the 27 planned sets of gold artifact, each representing one year of imprisonment, only one complete 

set representing 1990, was cast by Harmony Gold. An incomplete set for 1964 also exists, however, it 

only consists of a hand and a fist.  Malcolm is in possession of the complete 1990 set and the 1964 fist.  

The 1964 hand was retained by Mandela’s lawyer who subsequently put a halt to the future sales of 

numerous pieces of art that capitalized on Mandela’s name.   

 

8. The hands, however, have never been available for sale to the general public and Malcolm obtained 

them only through a sizeable donation to a charity handpicked by Mandela. 

 

9. Malcolm has numerous photographs that show how intimately involved Mandela was in this project.  

The pictures depict him patiently sitting while the casts were taken at his home in Houghton, 

Johannesburg.  An interesting fact about that day is when it came to casting the fist, Mandela insisted on 

placing his thumb next to his fingers as opposed to in front. He deemed this a less aggressive 

representation of his victory over apartheid. 

 

 



 

10. The gold casts in Malcolm Duncan’s possession are protected in elaborate boxes with brass plaques 

confirming the weight and purity of the gold.  The set of 3, representing 1990, weighs almost 20 lbs and 

is 99.99% solid gold. The 3 boxes contain plaques with identical essays describing the momentous 

events of that year when Mandela was released from prison, while the 1964 boxes have plaques with 

essays describing his Rivonia trial. 

 

11. A bronze sculpture of Mandela’s hands sold at auction for US$2.25 million while he was alive. This, 

however, was an artist’s representation of the real thing, as opposed to Malcolm’s pieces which are 

authentic solid gold casts of Mandela’s hands and carry the weight of his full cooperation and 

involvement.  He is now seeking to sell them to a private or corporate buyer or perhaps a museum who 

appreciates their importance as symbols of racial unity and the fight against intolerance of any kind. 

 

12. The artifacts come complete with a letter of authenticity from Harmony Gold. Obtaining it was no mean 

feat.  After extensive communication, Malcolm was able to get the management at Harmony Gold to go 

back in their records 15 years prior and issue a letter that unequivocally states that the hands were cast 

by Harmony Gold, that they were made with Mandela’s full knowledge and cooperation while he was 

alive and that they are indeed the only ones ever produced. 

 

For more information contact:  

Victor Webb 

T: (212) 684-6601 

e-mail: marwebint@cs.com 


